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On behalf of Global Helping to Advance Women and Children and the UN Family 

Rights Caucus, I would like to reference a petition signed by over 170,000 people in 

over 170 countries, calling upon the United Nations and UN Member States to 

include the family in the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.  

As we discuss the special theme at the 49th Session of the Commission on Population 

and Development and we consider the enormous gathering of data and statistics 

that will drive the 2030 Agenda we cannot leave the family behind.  

Whereas the family plays an essential role in eradicating poverty and 

hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and 

empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, and 

combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases;(United Nations 2014 CsocD 

Family Resolution) 

Whereas “The stability and cohesiveness of communities and societies largely rest 

on the strength of the family”; (Secretary General's Family Report 2011 (A/66/62–

E/2011/4)) 

Whereas UN policies and programs too often target individuals rather than families, 

despite evidence that a family-centered approach yields better results; (See The 

Family Impact Analysis) 

Therefore, we, as concerned government, religious, and civil society leaders along 

with concerned individuals representing diverse cultures and countries in every 

region of the world, hereby call upon the United Nations and all Member States to 

place the family at the center of the UN’s post-2015 development agenda by  



 

 
 

P.O. Box 1432      Gilbert, Arizona      85299-1432     480.251.7874 

 

G       L       O       B       A       L              H       A       W       C 

Helping to Advance Women and Children 

 

 

 

On behalf of Global Helping to Advance Women and Children and the UN Family 

Rights Caucus, I would like to reference a petition signed by over 170,000 people in 

over 170 countries, calling upon the United Nations and UN Member States to 

include the family in the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.  

As we discuss the special theme at the 49th Session of the Commission on Population 

and Development and we consider the enormous gathering of data and statistics 

that will drive the 2030 Agenda we cannot leave the family behind.  

Whereas the family plays an essential role in eradicating poverty and 

hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and 

empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, and 

combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases;(United Nations 2014 CsocD 

Family Resolution) 

Whereas “The stability and cohesiveness of communities and societies largely rest 

on the strength of the family”; (Secretary General's Family Report 2011 (A/66/62–

E/2011/4)) 

Whereas UN policies and programs too often target individuals rather than families, 

despite evidence that a family-centered approach yields better results; (See The 

Family Impact Analysis) 

Therefore, we, as concerned government, religious, and civil society leaders along 

with concerned individuals representing diverse cultures and countries in every 

region of the world, hereby call upon the United Nations and all Member States to 

place the family at the center of the UN’s post-2015 development agenda by  



 

 
 

P.O. Box 1432      Gilbert, Arizona      85299-1432     480.251.7874 

•      Mainstreaming a family perspective in each of the sustainable 

development and promoting evidence-based/ family-based approaches for 

achieving them. 

•      Develop mechanisms to analyze the impact of all laws, policies, and 

programs on family stability and autonomy.   

In addition, we commend the positive developments both here in New York with the 

formation of the UN Group of Friends of the Family and in Geneva with the passage 

of the protection of the family resolution (read official number) at the UN Human 

Right Council  

o   create “family friendly-policies to support the family and assess such policies and 

programmes for their impact on family well-being . . .  to address the “causes and 

mitigating the consequences of family disintegration . . . “ 

o   and “recognizes the family “. . . as a contributor to sustainable development” and 

thefore "encourages States to give due consideration to the role and status of the family in 

the context of the post-2015 development agenda,  
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